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Two graduate students, Kara and Louis, are teaching parallel sec-
tions of the same calculus course. When Louis bemoans the inclu-
sion of Fourier series in the course syllabus, Kara points out that
there are important applications of that material to waves, which
she plans to show her class. Louis, unfamiliar with the applica-
tions, attends her class and is impressed. He decides to describe
these applications to his own section. Unfortunately, Kara’s class
performs poorly on the quiz about the applications; Kara is fur-
ther disheartened by a student asking her if ”the physics stuff”
will be on the final. Though Louis is enthusiastic, Kara questions
the wisdom of her approach.

In this case, we will discuss balancing theory and applications while teaching,
students’ learning styles, and collaborating with other lecturers.

We welcome anyone from the DEAS, Statistics, and
Mathematics Departments who are interested in teaching.
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